MUSIC POLICY
Mrs Scott-Blore is the Music Subject Leader

Through a positive and caring environment we endeavour to aid each children to reach their full potential. At Worthington, we believe that music plays a vital role in children's learning. As a subject itself, it offers children essential experiences. The youngest children learn to engage with music through song and movement. As their skills develop, they learn about the musical elements and how they can be combined in expressive music making. They are encouraged to foster a love of singing which is beneficial for their physical and mental wellbeing. The performance opportunities help the children to grow in confidence as well as offering life-long memories for parents! However, the benefits of music making extend far beyond the music classroom. Developing music skills also develops learning skills. For example, the simple act of singing a nursery rhyme in a group involves memory, timing, listening to others, sustained concentration and speech technique.

PURPOSE OF STUDY

At Worthington, we believe that music plays a vital role in children's learning. As a subject itself, it offers children essential experiences. The youngest children learn to engage with music through song and movement. As their skills develop, they learn about the musical elements and how they can be combined in expressive music making. They are encouraged to foster a love of singing which is beneficial for their physical and mental wellbeing. The performance opportunities help the children to grow in confidence as well as offering life-long memories for parents! However, the benefits of music making extend far beyond the music classroom. Developing music skills also develops learning skills. For example, the simple act of singing a nursery rhyme in a group involves memory, timing, listening to others, sustained concentration and speech technique.



AIMS

The national curriculum 2014 for music aims to ensure that all pupils realise that music is an outstanding way of communicating, and it that can encourage and motivate them. It is a means of allowing personal expression, and it can play an important part in their personal development.
Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enables the children to understand the world they live in. Besides being a creative and enjoyable subject, music is also a highly academic and demanding subject. We endeavour to provide opportunities for all the children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, they will develop the skills, to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms and to make judgements about the quality of music.

Worthington's schools objectives in the teaching of music are to enable the children to:

· Develop the pupil as a whole through engagement in musical activity

· Ensure all pupils are able to access musical activities

· Explore and understand how sounds are made an can be organised into musical structures

· Develop the interrelated skills of composition, performance and musical appreciation

· Develop and nurture pupil's sense of self and allow them opportunity to explore their own abilities

· Understand how music is made through a variety of instruments

· Know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written

TEACHING AND LEARNING STYLE

At Worthington we attempt to make our music sessions an enjoyable learning experience.   We support those children too shy to participate by giving a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all the children. Our teaching focuses on developing the children's ability to sing in tune and with other people. Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of music. We teach them to listen and to appreciate different forms of music. As children get older, we expect them to maintain their concentration for longer and to listen to more extended pieces of music. Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions. We teach children how to work with others to make music and how individuals combine together to make sounds. We also teach them simple musical notation and how to compose music. We recognise that in all our classes, the children have a wide range of musical abilities, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all the children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the chid. We achieve this in a variety of ways, as set out below.

· setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks);

· providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child; and

· using teaching assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children.

· Setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses

· Sometimes grouping the children by ability and setting a different task to each ability group

ADDITIONAL MUSIC TEACHING

The pupil's at Worthington are offered the opportunity to stud a musical instrument with a private music teacher who comes into school once a week. Those children to wish to play an instrument and who are 'pupil premium' children school covers. The fees for these lessons are paid directly to the teacher and are usually taught on a one to one basis.

MUSIC CURRICULUM PLANNING

Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. We carry out the curriculum planning in music in three phases (long term, medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan outlines the music topics studied each term . Each year group (including the Foundation children) follows the same topic differentiate for each age appropriately. The medium -term plans give details of each unit of work for each term and the short-term plans outlines the objective/s for each lesson. At Worthington we follow the Leicestershire Music Hub's 'Scheme of Work' . The units are as follows:

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer2

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit4
	Unit 5
	Unit 6

	Pulse
	Voice
	Rhythm
	Pitch
	Technology, structure and form
	20th Century music




We also encourage listening to a variety of music when entering the hall for assembly and attempting to recognise the composer and learning a great number of songs when performing the end of year whole school performance.

ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING

At Worthington assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation . Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of different ways. The teachers will assess the children's work in music by making informal judgements as they observe them during lessons. On the completion of a piece of work. the teacher will assess the work and give an oral or written feedback as necessary to inform future progress. The older children are encouraged to make their own judgements about how they can improve their own work. At the end of a unit of work, the teacher completes a music assessment sheet of the work for all of the children.

RESOURCES

At present there are sufficient resources for all music teaching units in the school. We keep all musical instruments on a trolley in the hall. We also have all the resources needed to teach the Leicestershire Music Hub's 'Scheme of work' downloaded from the website.


ROLES AND RESPONIBILITIES

The work of the subject leader is to monitor and support colleagues in the teaching of music, being informed about current developments in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.

MONITORING

The Music Co-ordinator is responsible for the monitoring of the implementation of this policy. The Co-ordinator will be responsible for gathering samples off curriculum work, with appropriate additional evidence of, for example: photographs/videos of the children playing instruments or singing sessions, displays, visits of artists and end of year performances.

REVIEW

The curriculum will be kept under review and evaluated regularly. This requires discussion between the Head Teacher, Music Co-ordinator and all teaching staff to ensure appropriate coverage of the curriculum and the teaching of key skills are being executed.



Date of policy:	April 2020

Music Co-ordinator: Mrs J A Scott-Blore
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